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Establishment of NEA/MFOQ Office [FH[LE O v /

The Multlnatlonal Force and Observers (MFO) is the inter-
national organization established to assist in the implementation
of the Treaty of Peace between Egypt and Israel signed on
May 26, 1979. 1In accordance with Public Law 97-132, the United
States is contributing civilian and military personnel to this new
organization as well as sharing in the financial support of the MFO.

With the MFO's establishment, a single "focal point" is
required within the Executive Branch for liaison and for coordina-
tion of support activities of the new international organization.
For this purpose, a new office has been established in the Bureau
of Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs (NEA). The office is to
be referred to as NEA/MFO. Its Director will be Minister-Counselor
Robert B. Houghton. His office is located in Room 5212 - telephone
632-9557 and 632~-250S5. :

The specific respomsibilities of the office will include:

-- General USG liaison with the MFO. This includes all
substantive and administrative contacts with the Department
of State, DOD and other USG organizations, as appropriate.

-~ Interagency coordination of USG support functions and
other aspects of US ‘participation in the MFO, as well as
ongoing US diplomatic support of efforts by the MFO, Egypt
and Israel in connection with the. part1c1patlon of other
nations in the MFO.

-- Coordination of actions related to US participation in
the MFO with other US activities related to the overall
peace process in the reglon.

-- Procurement support for items out of US stocks and, as
requested by the MFO, for services and support from US sources.

-~ Provision of limited contracting support to the MFO.

-- As required, recruitment, screening and\nomination of
qualified personnel from State, AID, ICA and other agencies
to serve as observers with the MFO, and provision of
administrative and personnel support, including assistance
with onward assignments.
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